Making the case: the impetus for federally mandating insurance companies to cover colorectal cancer screening.
Colorectal cancer (CRC) is the second leading cause of cancer-related deaths per year in the U.S. The 5-year survival rate of CRC detected early is 90%, but only 39% of CRC is detected in this stage. CRC screening is effective in reducing mortality from this disease, but national screening rates are alarmingly low. Mandated CRC screening insurance coverage significantly increases screening rates. However, mandated coverage varies greatly by state. Bill H.R. 1330, which would federally mandate insurance companies to cover CRC screening for people 50 and older, is currently under consideration by the House of Representatives. Reasons to support this bill and rebuttals to arguments made against H.R. 1330 are discussed.